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Clinical PerspectiveWhat Is New?Tricuspid valve surgery for tricuspid regurgitation is infrequently performed in the United States.In‐hospital morbidity and mortality and cost after isolated tricuspid repair or replacement are high and did not change significantly during the past decade.These suboptimal outcomes are likely related to patient risk profile and referral timing rather than to the risk of the operation.What Are the Clinical Implications?These data may serve as a benchmark for the emerging transcatheter tricuspid valve therapies.Further investigations are needed to assess the impact of late referral on the outcomes of tricuspid valve surgery.

 {#jah32829-sec-0008}

Severe tricuspid regurgitation (TR) is prevalent and negatively affects long‐term outcomes.[1](#jah32829-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}, [2](#jah32829-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}, [3](#jah32829-bib-0003){ref-type="ref"}, [4](#jah32829-bib-0004){ref-type="ref"}, [5](#jah32829-bib-0005){ref-type="ref"} However, TR remains undertreated because of the high morbidity and mortality associated with tricuspid valve (TV) surgery.[6](#jah32829-bib-0006){ref-type="ref"}, [7](#jah32829-bib-0007){ref-type="ref"}, [8](#jah32829-bib-0008){ref-type="ref"}, [9](#jah32829-bib-0009){ref-type="ref"}, [10](#jah32829-bib-0010){ref-type="ref"} Nevertheless, recent developments in the field of transcatheter valve interventions have stimulated a renewed interest in the "forgotten" TV.[11](#jah32829-bib-0011){ref-type="ref"}, [12](#jah32829-bib-0012){ref-type="ref"}, [13](#jah32829-bib-0013){ref-type="ref"} Early in‐human experiences demonstrated the feasibility of several transcatheter tricuspid repair and replacement systems in treating TR, but they also highlighted the particularly challenging anatomical features of the TV, subvalvular apparatus, and right ventricle.[14](#jah32829-bib-0014){ref-type="ref"}, [15](#jah32829-bib-0015){ref-type="ref"}, [16](#jah32829-bib-0016){ref-type="ref"}, [17](#jah32829-bib-0017){ref-type="ref"}, [18](#jah32829-bib-0018){ref-type="ref"}, [19](#jah32829-bib-0019){ref-type="ref"}, [20](#jah32829-bib-0020){ref-type="ref"}, [21](#jah32829-bib-0021){ref-type="ref"} A handful of transcatheter TV therapies are being tested in early feasibility trials (clinicaltrials.gov trial: NCT‐02787408, NCT‐02339974, NCT‐02574650, NCT‐02981953, NCT‐02471807).[13](#jah32829-bib-0013){ref-type="ref"} Given the growing interest in transcatheter TV therapies, contemporary outcomes of TV surgery are relevant and can be used as a benchmark for early investigations of these therapies. Previous investigations of TV surgery outcomes included small numbers, noncontemporary design, or heterogeneous groups of patients.[6](#jah32829-bib-0006){ref-type="ref"}, [7](#jah32829-bib-0007){ref-type="ref"}, [8](#jah32829-bib-0008){ref-type="ref"}, [9](#jah32829-bib-0009){ref-type="ref"}

We aim to use a large contemporary nationwide registry to assess characteristics and outcomes of patients undergoing TV surgery in the United States between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014, with a special emphasis on isolated TV repair (TVr) and replacement (TVR).

Methods {#jah32829-sec-0009}
=======

The data, analytic methods, and study materials are available to other researchers on request for purposes of reproducing the results or replicating the procedure. Institutional review board approval was obtained. Informed consent requirements were waived because the data are derived from a nationwide deidentified database.

Study Data {#jah32829-sec-0010}
----------

The Nationwide Inpatient Sample (NIS) was used to derive patient relevant information between January 2003 and December 2014. The NIS is the largest publicly available all‐payer administrative claims‐based database and contains information about patient discharges from ≈1000 nonfederal hospitals in 45 states. It contains clinical and resource use information on 5 to 8 million discharges annually, with safeguards to protect the privacy of individual patients, physicians, and hospitals. The NIS shares certain similarities with the Medicare database, including the same *International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification* (*ICD‐9‐CM*) coding system for procedures and diagnoses. Contrary to the Medicare database, the NIS includes all payers and patients across all ages. These data are stratified to represent ≈20% of US inpatient hospitalizations across different hospital and geographic regions (random sample). The national estimates (NEs) represent a calculated estimate of the total (100%) US hospitalized population. This is calculated using the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality sampling and weighting method. Outcomes analysis was performed using the actual 20% sample available in the NIS, whereas the trend analysis was performed using the NE. This is a standard method in other research involving the NIS.

Study Population {#jah32829-sec-0011}
----------------

Patients aged 18 years and older who underwent TVR (*ICD‐9‐CM* procedure code 35.27 and 35.28) and TVr (*ICD‐9‐CM* code 35.14) during the study period were identified. Patients who underwent redo TV surgery (*ICD‐9‐CM* codes 35.20 and 35.21), those with congenital TV disease (*ICD‐9‐CM* codes 764.1, 746.2, 745.4, and 746.89), or those with infective endocarditis (*ICD‐9‐CM* code 571.2) were excluded (Figure [1](#jah32829-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}).

![Study flow diagram. NE indicates national estimate; and VSD, ventricular septal defect.](JAH3-6-e007597-g001){#jah32829-fig-0001}

Trends of Use and Outcomes of TV Surgery {#jah32829-sec-0012}
----------------------------------------

Temporal changes in clinical risk profile, hospital and socioeconomic characteristics, type of surgery (TVR versus TVr), and choice of prosthesis in patients undergoing TV surgery were described. The patients were then divided into 2 groups: group 1 included patients who underwent TVR, and group 2 included patients who underwent TVr. For each of the 2 groups, baseline patient comorbidities and procedural characteristics were described. In‐hospital mortality, postoperative morbidities, length of stay, disposition patterns, and cost of care were also evaluated. Patient relevant descriptive statistics are presented as frequencies with percentages for categorical variables and as means with SDs for continuous variables. Baseline characteristics were compared between the groups using a Pearson χ^2^ test for categorical variables and an independent‐sample *t* test for continuous variables. To assess for monotonic trends of use and outcomes, we used the nonparametric Mann‐Kendal trend. To estimate the cost of hospitalization, the NIS data were merged with cost/charge ratios available from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality Project. We estimated the cost of each inpatient stay by multiplying the total hospital charge with cost/charge ratios. Adjusted cost for each year was calculated in terms of the 2014 cost, after adjusting for inflation, according to the latest consumer price index data released by the US government, Department of Labor.[22](#jah32829-bib-0022){ref-type="ref"} All statistical analyses were performed using SPSS, version 24 (IBM Corporation), and R, version 3.3.1.

Results {#jah32829-sec-0013}
=======

A total of 9194 patients representing an NE of 45 477 patients who underwent TV surgery were included in our study. Of those patients, 22.4% underwent TVR and 77.6% underwent TVr. The number of patients undergoing TV surgery for TR increased by 48% from 3100 in 2003 to 4600 in 2014 (*P* ~trend~=0.009) (Figure [2](#jah32829-fig-0002){ref-type="fig"}, Table [S1](#jah32829-sup-0001){ref-type="supplementary-material"}). Concomitant cardiac surgery was performed in most patients: 61.4% and 85.2% of patients who underwent TVR and TVr, respectively. During the study period, there was a trend towards performing TV surgery on patients with a higher prevalence of comorbidities and during nonelective admissions (Table [1](#jah32829-tbl-0001){ref-type="table-wrap"}). Mitral valve repair/replacement remained the most common concomitant procedures with TV surgery.

![National trends in the use of tricuspid valve surgery in the United States between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014. NE indicates national estimate.](JAH3-6-e007597-g002){#jah32829-fig-0002}

###### 

Temporal Changes in Clinical Profiles in Patients Undergoing TVR Between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014

  Characteristic                                      2003--2006 (N=625, NE=3059)   2007--2010 (N=644, NE=3219)   2011--2014 (N=793, NE=3928)   *P* Value
  --------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------- ----------------------------- ----------------------------- -----------
  Age, mean (SD and 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles), y   61 (15, 51, 62, 74)           60 (16, 49, 62, 73)           61 (16, 51, 65, 73)           0.332
  Age \>75 y, n (%)                                   126 (20.2)                    116 (18)                      155 (19.5)                    0.603
  Female sex, n (%)                                   61 (15)                       60 (16)                       61 (16)                       0.327
  Race, n (%)                                                                       0.295                                                       
  White                                               310 (70)                      363 (68.1)                    498 (70.3)                    
  Black                                               60 (13.5)                     69 (12.9)                     94 (13.3)                     
  Hispanic                                            48 (10.8)                     51 (9.6)                      52 (7.3)                      
  Medical comorbidity, n (%)                                                                                                                    
  Hypertension                                        220 (36.1)                    275 (42.7)                    440 (55.5)                    \<0.001
  Diabetes mellitus                                   88 (14.1)                     121 (18.8)                    184 (23.2)                    \<0.001
  Prior sternotomy                                    48 (7.7)                      68 (10.6)                     106 (13.4)                    0.003
  Chronic pulmonary disease                           85 (13.6)                     107 (16.6)                    143 (18)                      0.077
  Atrial fibrillation/flutter                         362 (57.9)                    338 (52.5)                    457 (57.6)                    0.082
  Anemia                                              96 (15.4)                     132 (20.5)                    207 (26.1)                    \<0.001
  Peripheral vascular disease                         22 (3.5)                      41 (6.4)                      75 (9.5)                      \<0.001
  Chronic renal disease                               79 (12.6)                     124 (19.3)                    220 (27.7)                    \<0.001
  Hemodialysis                                        6 (1)                         20 (3.1)                      42 (5.3)                      \<0.001
  Coronary artery disease                             140 (22.4)                    174 (27)                      194 (24.5)                    \<0.001
  Concomitant procedures, n (%)                                                                                                                 
  Any concomitant cardiac surgery                     361 (57.7)                    409 (63.5)                    507 (63.9)                    \<0.001
  Coronary artery bypass                              119 (19)                      112 (17.4)                    87 (11)                       \<0.001
  Aortic valve replacement                            106 (17)                      87 (13.5)                     90 (11.3)                     0.009
  Mitral valve replacement                            284 (45.4)                    229 (35.6)                    227 (28.6)                    \<0.001
  Mitral valve repair                                 30 (4.8)                      26 (4)                        24 (3)                        0.222
  Cox maze ablation                                   109 (17.4)                    100 (15.5)                    73 (9.2)                      \<0.001
  Left atrial appendage ligation                      0 (0)                         40 (6.2)                      90 (11.3)                     \<0.001
  Hospital characteristics, n (%)                                                                                                               
  Teaching hospital                                   475 (76)                      496 (78.1)                    687 (86.6)                    \<0.001
  Nonelective admission status, n (%)                 361 (57.8)                    409 (63.7)                    507 (64)                      0.031

NE indicates national estimate; and TVR, tricuspid valve replacement.

Characteristics and Outcomes of Patients Undergoing Isolated TVR {#jah32829-sec-0014}
----------------------------------------------------------------

A total of 2062 patients (NE=10 207) underwent TVR during the study period, of whom 795 (NE=3937) underwent isolated TVR. Among patients who underwent TVR, the proportion who underwent isolated TVR increased over time (Figure [3](#jah32829-fig-0003){ref-type="fig"}). Their mean age was 56±17 years, 57.6% were women, and 71.9% were whites. Comorbidities were common, as illustrated in Table [2](#jah32829-tbl-0002){ref-type="table-wrap"}. Interestingly, there was a significant number of patients with chronic kidney (23%) and liver (11.1%) disease. Most isolated TVRs were performed at teaching institutions (86%) and during elective admissions (65%). Bioprosthetic valves were used in 61.6% of patients.

![Temporal trend in isolated and combined tricuspid valve replacement for tricuspid regurgitation between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014. NE indicates national estimate; and TVR, tricuspid valve replacement.](JAH3-6-e007597-g003){#jah32829-fig-0003}

###### 

Characteristics of Patients Undergoing Isolated TV Surgery Between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014

  Characteristic                                      All Patients (N=1364, NE=6757)   Isolated TVr Group (N=569, NE=2820)   Isolated TVR Group (N=795, NE=3937)   *P* Value
  --------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------- ------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- -----------
  Age, mean (SD and 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles), y   55 (17, 42, 57, 69)              54 (18, 39, 56, 68)                   56 (17, 43, 57, 69)                   0.022
  Female sex, n (%)                                   749 (54.9)                       291 (51.1)                            458 (57.6)                            0.018
  Race, n (%)                                                                          0.018                                                                       
  White                                               773 (68.8)                       307 (64.6)                            466 (71.9)                            
  Black                                               187 (16.7)                       99 (20.8)                             88 (13.6)                             
  Hispanic                                            84 (7.5)                         35 (7.4)                              49 (7.6)                              
  Medical comorbidity, n (%)                                                                                                                                       
  Hypertension                                        587 (43.4)                       241 (42.4)                            346 (44)                              0.56
  Diabetes mellitus                                   243 (17.8)                       103 (18.1)                            140 (17.6)                            0.815
  Prior sternotomy                                    198 (14.5)                       64 (11.2)                             134 (16.9)                            0.004
  Chronic pulmonary disease                           187 (13.7)                       81 (14.2)                             106 (13.3)                            0.633
  Atrial fibrillation/flutter                         609 (44.6)                       243 (42.7)                            366 (46)                              0.222
  Anemia                                              295 (21.6)                       120 (21.1)                            175 (22)                              0.683
  Coagulopathy                                        374 (27.6)                       155 (27.3)                            219 (27.9)                            0.816
  Conduction abnormalities                            40 (2.9)                         17 (3)                                23 (2.9)                              0.919
  Peripheral vascular disease                         91 (6.7)                         37 (6.5)                              54 (6.8)                              0.832
  Chronic renal disease                               308 (22.6)                       125 (22)                              183 (23)                              0.647
  Hemodialysis                                        53 (3.9)                         17 (3)                                36 (4.5)                              0.147
  Coronary artery disease                             182 (13.3)                       84 (14.8)                             98 (12.3)                             0.192
  Metastatic cancer                                   36 (2.7)                         1 (0.2)                               35 (4.5)                              \<0.001
  Liver disease                                       108 (8)                          21 (3.7)                              87 (11.1)                             \<0.001
  Liver cirrhosis                                     54 (4)                           8 (1.4)                               46 (5.8)                              \<0.001
  Hospital characteristics, n (%)                                                                                                                                  
  Teaching hospital                                   1171 (86.1)                      489 (86.2)                            682 (86)                              0.899
  Hospital bed size                                                                    0.033                                                                       
  Small                                               52 (3.8)                         16 (2.8)                              36 (4.5)                              
  Medium                                              164 (12.1)                       57 (10.1)                             107 (13.5)                            
  Large                                               1144 (84.1)                      494 (87.1)                            650 (82)                              
  Rural location                                      15 (1.1)                         6 (1.1)                               9 (1.1)                               0.894
  Nonelective admission status, n (%)                 538 (39.5)                       260 (45.8)                            278 (35)                              \<0.001
  Surgery on day 0--1 of admission                    659 (54.8)                       259 (53.4)                            400 (55.7)                            0.43
  Primary payer, n (%)                                                                 0.019                                                                       
  Medicare/Medicaid                                   821 (60.2)                       315 (55.4)                            506 (63.6)                            
  Private, including HMO                              454 (33.3)                       214 (37.6)                            240 (30.2)                            
  Self‐pay/no charge/other                            43 (3.2)                         18 (3.2)                              25 (3.1)                              
  Median household income by percentile, n (%)                                                                                                                     0.565
  0--25th                                             359 (27.1)                       159 (28.7)                            200 (25.9)                            
  26--50th                                            324 (24.4)                       128 (23.1)                            196 (25.4)                            
  51--75th                                            321 (24.2)                       137 (24.7)                            184 (23.8)                            
  76--100th                                           323 (24.3)                       130 (23.5)                            193 (25)                              

HMO indicates health maintenance organization; NE, national estimate; TV, tricuspid valve; TVr, TV repair; and TVR, TV replacement.

In‐hospital mortality was high (10.8%) and did not improve over time (Figure [4](#jah32829-fig-0004){ref-type="fig"}). With the exception of stroke, which occurred in 1.3% of patients, rates of major postoperative morbidities were high: acute kidney injury occurred in 27.8%, new dialysis was initiated in 5.5%, and permanent pacemakers were implanted in 34.1% of patients. Other postoperative complications were also not uncommon, as summarized in Table [3](#jah32829-tbl-0003){ref-type="table-wrap"}. Resource use was intensive; mean hospital length of stay was 19±24 days, and mean cost of hospitalization was \$84 637±\$83 003. Approximately one fifth of patients were discharged to an intermediate‐care facility.

![National trends in in‐hospital mortality after isolated tricuspid valve surgery for tricuspid regurgitation between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014. TVr indicates tricuspid valve repair; and TVR, tricuspid valve replacement.](JAH3-6-e007597-g004){#jah32829-fig-0004}

###### 

Clinical Outcomes of Patients Undergoing Isolated TV Surgery Between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014

  Characteristics                                                          All Patients (N=1364, NE=6757)             Isolated TVr Group (N=569, NE=2820)          Isolated TVR Group (N=795, NE=3937)       *P* Value
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- -----------
  Clinical outcome, n (%)                                                                                                                                                                                    
  In‐hospital death                                                        132 (9.7)                                  46 (8.1)                                     86 (10.8)                                 0.093
  Vascular complications                                                   84 (6.2)                                   40 (7)                                       44 (5.5)                                  0.257
  Vascular complications requiring surgery                                 57 (4.1)                                   30 (5.3)                                     27 (3.4)                                  0.088
  Permanent pacemaker implantation                                         333 (24.4)                                 62 (10.9)                                    271 (34.1)                                \<0.001
  Clinical stroke                                                          23 (1.7)                                   13 (2.3)                                     10 (1.3)                                  0.146
  Acute kidney injury                                                      413 (30.3)                                 192 (33.7)                                   221 (27.8)                                0.018
  Acute kidney injury requiring dialysis                                   69 (5.1)                                   25 (4.4)                                     44 (5.5)                                  0.343
  Blood transfusion                                                        485 (35.6)                                 186 (32.7)                                   299 (37.6)                                0.061
  Cardiac tamponade                                                        23 (1.7)                                   14 (2.5)                                     9 (1.1)                                   0.06
  Pneumonia                                                                103 (7.5)                                  49 (8.6)                                     54 (6.8)                                  0.21
  Prolonged ventilation                                                    87 (6.4)                                   42 (7.4)                                     45 (5.7)                                  0.2
  Wound infection                                                          22 (1.6)                                   6 (1.1)                                      16 (2)                                    0.166
  Pulmonary embolism                                                       43 (3.2)                                   23 (4)                                       20 (2.5)                                  0.112
  Deep venous thrombosis                                                   15 (1.1)                                   9 (1.6)                                      6 (0.8)                                   0.149
  Discharge status, n (%)                                                                                             0.113                                                                                  
  Discharged home                                                          965 (70.7)                                 408 (71.8)                                   557 (70.2)                                
  Discharged to SNF/NH/IC                                                  261 (19.1)                                 114 (20.1)                                   147 (18.5)                                
  Length of stay, mean (SD and 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles), d             21 (25, 7, 12, 25)                         23 (26, 7, 18, 28)                           19 (24, 7, 12, 21)                        0.013
  Length of stay \>5 d, n (%)                                              1173 (86)                                  483 (84.9)                                   690 (86.8)                                0.317
  Cost of hospitalization, mean (SD and 25%, 50%, and 75% quartiles), \$   99 575 (99 421, 40 267, 65 906, 109 000)   119 055 (118 574, 38 901, 76 271, 170 760)   85 633 (80 272, 41 082, 62 255, 99 574)   \<0.001

IC indicates intermediate‐care facility; NE, national estimate; NH, nursing home; SNF, skilled nursing facility; TV, tricuspid valve; TVr, TV repair; and TVR, TV replacement.

Patients who underwent TVR concomitant with other cardiac surgery during the same period represented a different cohort of patients, as illustrated in Table [S2](#jah32829-sup-0001){ref-type="supplementary-material"}. Interestingly, despite being older and having higher incidences of major morbidities, these patients experienced similar unadjusted rates of death, stroke, and acute kidney injury requiring dialysis compared with those who underwent isolated TVR (Table [S3](#jah32829-sup-0001){ref-type="supplementary-material"}).

Characteristics and Outcomes of Patients Undergoing Isolated TVr {#jah32829-sec-0015}
----------------------------------------------------------------

A total of 7132 patients (NE=35 270) underwent TVr, of whom 569 (NE=2820) underwent isolated TVr. The number of patients undergoing isolated TVr increased over time but remained minuscule overall (Figure [5](#jah32829-fig-0005){ref-type="fig"}). Their mean age was 54±18 years, 51.1% were women, and 64.6% were whites. Despite the younger age of these patients, comorbidities were common (Table [2](#jah32829-tbl-0002){ref-type="table-wrap"}). Interestingly, a significant percentage of patients (45.8%) underwent isolated TVr during a nonelective admission.

![Temporal trend in isolated and combined tricuspid valve repair for tricuspid regurgitation between January 1, 2003 and December 31, 2014. NE indicates national estimate; and TVr, tricuspid valve repair.](JAH3-6-e007597-g005){#jah32829-fig-0005}

In‐hospital mortality occurred in 8.1% of patients and remained unchanged during the study period (Figure [4](#jah32829-fig-0004){ref-type="fig"}). Also, rates of postoperative morbidities were high: stroke occurred in 2.3%, a vascular complication requiring surgery occurred in 5.3%, dialysis‐requiring kidney injury occurred in 4.4%, and cardiac tamponade occurred in 2.5%. Also, 10.9% of patients required a permanent pacemaker. The mean hospital length of stay was 23±26 days, and the mean cost of hospitalization was \$120 849±\$123 771. Intermediate‐care facilities were used in 20.1% of patients (Table [3](#jah32829-tbl-0003){ref-type="table-wrap"}).

Similar to what was observed in the TVR group, patients who underwent TVr concomitant with other cardiac surgery represented a distinct cohort of older patients with higher prevalences of diabetes mellitus, chronic lung disease, atrial fibrillation, and coronary and peripheral vascular disease (Table [S4](#jah32829-sup-0001){ref-type="supplementary-material"}). Despite that, these patients had lower unadjusted in‐hospital morbidity and mortality and cost than those who underwent isolated TVr (Table [S5](#jah32829-sup-0001){ref-type="supplementary-material"}).

Discussion {#jah32829-sec-0016}
==========

The main findings of the present investigation are as follows: (1) Isolated TV surgery for TR is uncommon. Most TVR and TVr procedures are done in conjunction with other cardiac surgical procedures. (2) Patients who undergo isolated TV surgery have a distinctive clinical risk profile compared with those who undergo TV surgery concomitant with other cardiac surgery. (3) In‐hospital mortality after isolated TVR and TVr is high and did not change significantly during the past decade. (4) Isolated TVR and TVr are associated with high rates of postoperative morbidities, long hospitalizations, and substantial cost. Isolated TVR is particularly associated with high rates of permanent pacemaker implantation.

Moderate to severe TR affects up to 1.6 million patients in the United States.[23](#jah32829-bib-0023){ref-type="ref"} Most patients experiencing significant TR have concomitant valvular disease. Moderate‐to‐severe TR is present in 30% to 50% of patients with severe mitral regurgitation and in 12% to 25% of patients with severe aortic stenosis.[4](#jah32829-bib-0004){ref-type="ref"}, [24](#jah32829-bib-0024){ref-type="ref"}, [25](#jah32829-bib-0025){ref-type="ref"}, [26](#jah32829-bib-0026){ref-type="ref"}, [27](#jah32829-bib-0027){ref-type="ref"}, [28](#jah32829-bib-0028){ref-type="ref"} TR has been shown to be an independent negative predictor of long‐term survival among the following: (1) patients with multivalvular disease undergoing surgical or transcatheter aortic and mitral valve treatment,[1](#jah32829-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}, [2](#jah32829-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"}, [4](#jah32829-bib-0004){ref-type="ref"}, [25](#jah32829-bib-0025){ref-type="ref"} (2) patients with heart failure who are treated medically,[24](#jah32829-bib-0024){ref-type="ref"}, [29](#jah32829-bib-0029){ref-type="ref"} and (3) patients with severe isolated TR who are treated medically.[30](#jah32829-bib-0030){ref-type="ref"}, [31](#jah32829-bib-0031){ref-type="ref"} There is also a growing body of evidence suggesting a potential mortality benefit of early treatment of TR in both patients with isolated TR and those with TR concomitant with mitral valve disease.[23](#jah32829-bib-0023){ref-type="ref"}, [30](#jah32829-bib-0030){ref-type="ref"}, [32](#jah32829-bib-0032){ref-type="ref"} Despite that, our study suggests that many patients with TR, especially those with isolated TR, are not undergoing surgery in contemporary practice: between 2003 and 2014, an average of ≈3890 TV surgical procedures for TR were performed annually in the United States; of these, only ≈570 (15%) were done for isolated TR. However, the low rates of TV surgery for TR observed in this study need to be interpreted with caution for several reasons: (1) The incidence rates of TR, rates of referral, and refusal of surgery have not been well studied and cannot be assessed with this data set; therefore, the magnitude of undertreatment of TR cannot be ascertained. (2) Despite the increasing acceptance of the potential role of TV surgery in patients with TR, high‐quality supportive evidence is sparse. Indeed, most American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association recommendations on surgery for TR are assigned a weak (level C) class of evidence and do not contain any class I indication for isolated surgery for TR.[33](#jah32829-bib-0033){ref-type="ref"} Nevertheless, our data reveal that TV surgery is infrequently performed, highlighting the need for further investigations of the epidemiological features of TR and its management patterns.[12](#jah32829-bib-0012){ref-type="ref"}

Analysis of the baseline and procedural characteristics of our study\'s population revealed several intriguing findings: (1) Patients who underwent isolated TV surgery were younger than patients undergoing other valve surgery; the mean age was 56±17 and 54±18 years for patients undergoing isolated TVR and TVr, respectively. Emerging transcatheter therapies for TV diseases may, therefore, need to demonstrate not only safety and efficacy but also long‐term durability, perhaps longer than what has been expected in the transcatheter therapies for the mitral and aortic valves. (2) Patients who undergo isolated TVR or TVr represent a distinctly different population than those who undergo TVR or TVr combined with other cardiac surgery. The patients who undergo isolated TVR or TVr have a higher prevalence of chronic kidney and liver diseases and lower prevalences of diabetes mellitus, atrial fibrillation, chronic lung disease, and atherosclerotic coronary and peripheral vascular diseases. The younger age and the higher prevalence of chronic kidney and liver diseases in the isolated TV surgery groups may suggest the presence of more severe TR‐related symptoms in this population, warranting isolated TV surgery. (3) A significant proportion (≈40%) of patients who underwent isolated TV surgery for TR had their surgery during a nonelective admission. This supports the perception that patients with TR referred for TV surgery are frequently referred at later stages of their disease. (4) Between 2003 and 2014, there was a clear and statistically significant trend towards performing TV surgery in sicker patients with a higher prevalence of major morbidities. (5) Contrary to what has been seen in treatment of mitral regurgitation, current surgical treatment of isolated TR remains primarily one of replacement, not repair.

Isolated TVR and TVr were associated with significant in‐hospital mortality (10.9% and 8.1%, respectively). Although these mortality rates did not significantly improve over time, this can partially be related to the trends towards treating sicker patients in more recent years. There rates, however, represent the outcomes of "all comers" who underwent TV surgery and remain several folds higher than contemporary operative mortality rates after isolated mitral valve repair (1.4%--2.6%), mitral valve replacement (3.8%), and aortic valve replacement (2.2%) in the United States.[34](#jah32829-bib-0034){ref-type="ref"}, [35](#jah32829-bib-0035){ref-type="ref"}, [36](#jah32829-bib-0036){ref-type="ref"} The frequency of postoperative morbidities, the protracted hospital length of stay, and the substantial cost of TV surgery were also absorbing: (1) We noted high rates of postoperative permanent pacemaker implantation (34.1% after isolated TVR and 10.9% after isolated TVr), much higher than what has been reported after other valve surgical procedures.[34](#jah32829-bib-0034){ref-type="ref"}, [35](#jah32829-bib-0035){ref-type="ref"}, [36](#jah32829-bib-0036){ref-type="ref"} These findings, nevertheless, are in line with prior single‐center reports showing pacemaker rates of 13% to 28% after TV surgery and higher odds of needing a pacemaker after TVR versus TVr.[37](#jah32829-bib-0037){ref-type="ref"}, [38](#jah32829-bib-0038){ref-type="ref"} Several anatomical and technical factors have been implicated in these high rates of pacemaker dependency after TV surgery, including intraoperative hypothermia, cardiopulmonary bypass duration, and the proximity of the atrioventricular node and the atrioventricular nodal artery to the tricuspid annulus.[39](#jah32829-bib-0039){ref-type="ref"}, [40](#jah32829-bib-0040){ref-type="ref"} (2) New dialysis requirements were high after isolated TVR and TVr (5.5% and 4.4%, respectively). In contemporary practice, \<2% of patients undergoing isolated aortic valve replacement and 1% to 2% of patients undergoing mitral valve surgery require dialysis postoperatively.[34](#jah32829-bib-0034){ref-type="ref"}, [35](#jah32829-bib-0035){ref-type="ref"}, [36](#jah32829-bib-0036){ref-type="ref"} This is likely because of the high prevalence of chronic renal and liver disease in patients with TR attributable to right‐sided heart failure. (3) Postoperative stroke rate was relatively high (2.3%) among patients who underwent isolated TVr. Further studies are needed to identify the root cause of this higher than expected rate. (4) Mean lengths of stay in our study were 19±24 and 23±26 days after TVR and TVr, respectively. These hospitalizations are significantly longer than contemporaneous hospital length of stay after aortic and mitral valve replacement (6 and 7 days, respectively).[34](#jah32829-bib-0034){ref-type="ref"}, [35](#jah32829-bib-0035){ref-type="ref"}, [36](#jah32829-bib-0036){ref-type="ref"} The protracted stays were also associated with a substantial cost: \$84 637±\$83 003 for isolated TVR and \$120 849±\$123 771 for isolated TVr. The higher cost associated with TVr can be partially explained by the differences in patient risk profiles and demographics and the longer hospitalizations in the TVr group.

These cost values, nevertheless, are ≈2‐fold higher than parallel cost data published from the NIS for isolated aortic and mitral valve surgical procedures.[41](#jah32829-bib-0041){ref-type="ref"} These data may be encouraging to the rising transcatheter TV therapies. These repair and replacement systems, if deemed safe and effective, are likely to perform well in cost‐effectiveness analyses because of the substantial cost resource use associated with TV surgery.

The discussion of these findings would not be complete without alluding to the impact of late presentation on the outcomes of TV surgery. Kilic et al demonstrated an inverse relationship between the duration of disease and outcomes.[8](#jah32829-bib-0008){ref-type="ref"} In their study, surrogates for late presentation exerted a greater effect on mortality than the addition of concomitant other valves procedures. Although identification of disease duration in our database is not possible, the high prevalence of chronic renal and liver disease and the high proportion of nonelective TV operations indicate that late presentation may be common among patients with TR undergoing TVR or TVr in current practice.

Limitations {#jah32829-sec-0017}
-----------

This study has several limitations. (1) The NIS is derived from hospital claims data and subject to the shortcomings of other administrative data sets. Inconsistencies related to diagnosis coding may underestimate or overestimate adverse events. However, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality quality control measures should minimize these possibilities. (2) Cause of TV disease, left ventricular ejection fraction, right ventricular function, duration of TV disease, and baseline and postoperative echocardiographic data are not captured in the NIS. Also, details on specific outcomes beyond hospital discharge are not available in the NIS. (3) Finally, this study included patients who were likely deemed acceptable surgical candidates, which may underestimate the actual morbidity and mortality for higher‐risk patients who are being denied TV surgery. Nevertheless, this study provides the largest "real‐world" outcomes data on TV surgery for TR, offering important insights into a cohort of patients who will be the focus of multiple investigations in the field of transcatheter TVR and TVr.

Conclusions {#jah32829-sec-0018}
===========

In contemporary practice, patients who undergo isolated TVR and TVr experience high postoperative morbidity and mortality, lengthy hospitalizations, and substantial cost. Further investigations to assess the impact of late referral on these outcomes are needed.
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